MEASUREMENTS OF S. ARABIAN TRIBES

may be compensated for by an increase in height, either
basio-bregmatic or auriculo-vertical, or vice versa. Again,
length may have been achieved by large frontal sinuses,
breadth may be due in part to thickened parietal walls, and
so on, so that actual cranial capacity is lessened. In general,
however, the grouping holds.

The possibility of Armenoid influence in the Omani is at
once admitted, but it must be emphasised that only this
group possesses the typical Armenoid hypsi-brachycephaly.
The other groups are brachycephalic, to be sure, but the
head form is achieved by decreased length rather than
increased breadth. Most important, however, is the fact
that the decrease in length is not post-auricular, a trait which
is so typically Armenoid.

The conclusion seems logical, therefore, that there exists
in South Arabia a brachycephaly which is relatively unique;
a wide, short skull of medium height, but with non-
Armenoid dimensions (i.e. post-auricular length).

With regard to the hamitic element, its influence is to
be traced as far east as the Mahra-Qara-Shehera groups.
The fuzzy-wuzzy hair, the chin tufts, the hair and skin
pigmentation, the general facial picture, are all hamitic.
In this connection it is of import, as Capt. Thomas1 himself
remarks, of a Qara who looked like a Bisharin, and a
Mahra who had a pronounced (Egyptian) chin.

It is, perhaps, dangerous on the strength of a few
photographs, to speak of racial resemblances, yet attention
must be drawn to the Masha'i (Figs. 17, 18), and to a
lesser extent the Kathiri (Figs. 19, 20), who give a strong
hint of the Dravidian, i.e. Tamil or Singhalese, also the

1 Thomas,  B.,  'Among  Some  Unknown Tribes of South  Arabia,'
f.L9 1929, Vol. LIX, pp. 97-112.
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